
PostPASS: 
The OpenStreetMap World 
in a Table (or Two)
• Lightning Talk by Stefan Keller

• Typical use case
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Overpass / Postpass

• Homepage: 
https://postpass.geofabrik.de/

• Webapp / API: 
https://overpass-turbo.eu/

• Spatial SQL Query «Italian 
restaurants within BBox»: 
https://overpass-turbo.eu/s/2siQ 

• Free tutorial on OpenStreetMaps: 
OpenStreetMap-Daten extrahieren 
mit SQL und Postpass
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Some technical stuff

• On the server side, a small wrapper around PostGIS
• Currently runs on Geofabrik servers
• Couter measures

– Against "drop table X" and so on → use read-only PostgreSQL account 
– Against "select * from everything": → first, wrap query in an EXPLAIN() (side eff ect: 

syntax check) then choose slow, medium, or fast queue – with faster queues having 
more workers

THANKS! 

• Credits to Frederik Ramm <frederik@remote.org> for the service, the OSM 
data, and for the talk at «OVERPASS TURBO GOES POSTGIS», SotM EU 2025
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